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Your child could go to a

Better

Public School

Imagine finding a public
school that truly fits your
child—stronger academics,
safer environment, or better
support—without moving
neighborhoods or paying
tuition. Open enrollment makes
that possible.

Turning Barriers into
Possibilities

Missouri families shouldn’t have

to wait for a school to become
unaccredited before being allowed to
seek better options.

Senate Bill 971 removes address-
based discrimination so students
aren’t confined to under performing
schools simply because of where
they live.

SB 971 Unlocks:

Statewide Eligibility

Open enroliment for all public school students to
transfer within or outside their district.

No Tuition or Fees

Families would not pay tuition. Funding follows
the student to the school they attend.

Straightforward Application

A centralized DESE platform to manage
applications and school districts would be
required to report available seats by grade level
and school to show where openings exist.

Appeal Process

Families have the right to appeal transfer
assignments or denials.

Bottom 14%

According to 2025 data from the Reason Foundation,
Missouri ranks among the weakest states in the
nation for open enroliment policy, earning a failing
grade when measured against strong policy
standards. Only four states score lower.
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